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Dear Friends, 

Well, Christmas has been and gone and New Year 2020 is upon us, but have we finished with 
Christmas, especially after Twelfth Night ( January 6th) when by tradition all Christmas decorations 
are taken down?  The Christian Church has always had two seasons around Christmas – Advent, 
when we look forward and prepare for Christmas, Christ coming among us, and the season of 
Christmas itself – from Christmas Day until 2nd of February, the Presentation of Christ, described in 
Luke 2:21-40 
 
I would like to draw out some points from this story which I believe are relevant to our situation 
today.  
 
God speaks often through the ordinary things of life to ordinary people, doing their duty before 
him. 
What has struck me in a new way this year over the Christmas period and beyond it, is how Jesus has 
been revealed to the world – in quietness, in weakness, In humility, in obscurity. His parents are not 
wealthy – they make the sacrifice of 2 doves – wealthier people made a sacrifice of a lamb. An 
ordinary looking child to ordinary looking parents, just doing what the law required of them. God 
mainly speaks through the ordinary events of life to ordinary people, like you and me.  
 
So just concentrate on being faithful, and let God speak in his way and in his time. 
Simeon and Anna in the story were faithful followers of God.  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. (Luke 2:25)  
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 
(Luke 2:36-37) 
 Faithful people doing what a lifetime of service required of them, and this was the life that pleased 
God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Heb 11:6) They faithfully 
served without seeing the results of such service; so do not worry on missing out on the purpose of 
God – if you are faithful you will always be at the right time at the right place, God knows your 
circumstances.  
 
With a true call, something of the purpose and plan of Jesus for the world is revealed. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” (Luke 2;34-35)   To Mary it is revealed 
something of her own suffering, and something is revealed here about the wider picture of the 
gentiles coming to the light with Anna she praises God and speaks about it  
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
What has a story like this got to say to us today.? 
Firstly, do not look for the spectacular, but keep faithful to God in the ordinary things of the life of 
faith, your prayer life, your bible reading, your attendance at church, your giving, your service, your 
fellowship with others. God can and does call people in the spectacular like Saul/Paul but that, in my 
experience is the exception.  
 
Secondly, be patient, keep at it be long suffering sometimes despite the circumstances, despite the 
fact sometimes that leaders can get things wrong, the church leadership can be going off on 
tangents.  
 
Thirdly, seek God and expect him to reveal things to you “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and 
you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”  (Matt 7:7-8) 
Those are the words of Jesus to encourage us to keep on seeking, keep on asking, keep on knocking 
at the door. If the call is real, it will be something which shows how you and the church can go 
further in their service of Jesus. 
 
Fourthly, respond to the prompting of the Spirit, as Simeon and Anna did, expect God to do this and 
be amazed at what he says.  
 
This song can help us as we continue to seek God in 2020 
 
The fields are white unto harvest, 
But O, the labourers are so few; 
So Lord, I give myself to help the reaping, 
To gather precious souls unto You. 
 
The time is right in the nation 
For works of power and authority; 
God’s looking for a people who are willing 
To be counted in His glorious victory. 

 
As salt are we ready to savour? 
In darkness are we ready to be light? 
God’s seeking out a very special people 
To manifest His truth and His might. 
 
Here I am, wholly available; As for me, I will 
serve the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
In Christian Love 
 
Paul 
 
 


