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Dear Friends, 

As this is a double issue of the magazine for December and January, it seems right that this article 
should be on both Advent and Christmas; the waiting for the Christ-Child and then the implications 
of Christ coming to be among us. 

The start of Advent is also the end of our 60th anniversary celebrations.  We have enjoyed the 
various events and guest preachers and their messages to us.  I hope that we have all been 
challenged in our understanding of what the ministry of St. Andrew’s has been over the past 60 
years and will be in the future.  We can look back at the ways in which we have worked out our 
Christian faith in St Andrew’s Church over the past 60 years, but what we cannot do is to assume 
that the future will just be a continuation of what has gone before.  As members of our P.C.C. are 
aware, there are proposals for St Andrew’s to join a Ministry and Mission Unit with Writtle, Roxwell 
and Highwood and Ascension/All Saints which will be debated at our February Deanery Synod.  This 
along with the Diocesan proposals for how stipendiary ministry is to be financed (to be debated at 
the March Diocesan Synod) will inevitably bring change in how ministry is carried out in St. Andrew’s 
in the future. 

But changes coming as a result of God’s plans and different circumstances are nothing new.  When 
the prophet Malachi spoke about the coming of John the Baptist and Jesus he said:  

“See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight--indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.” (Mal 3:1-3) 

Isaiah, when prophesying about the coming of the renewal of God- quoted by John the Baptist- said: 
“A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall 
be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." (Isaiah 
40:3-5) 
 
 When Mary and Joseph met with Simeon in the temple, Simeon prophesied that 
"This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed. so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed--and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too." (Luke 2:34-35) 
  



 
 

All of these readings indicate that the coming of Jesus will not be the ‘nice’ vision of Universal Peace 
and love that we often associate with a ‘traditional’ Christmas, but instead that when God moves in 
power to intervene in our world it will bring about a radical change.  Professor Tom Wright’s book on 
the cross and resurrection is entitled “The Day The Revolution Began”, and he is correct – since 
Good Friday the world is a very different place and the kingdom values are constantly challenging 
the values of the world – the values of money, power and human pride.  

A popular Advent Hymn is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” which pleads with God to “Ransom 
captive Israel.”  But in order to do this, God will have to intervene and upset the existing order of 
things.  When we pray “Come Lord Jesus – Marantha” (Rev 22:20), we are actually praying for the 
overthrow of the worldly values of greed, pride, selfishness and self-centredness and for Christ’ 
kingdom values to be put in their place.  But the powers and principalities of this world will not give 
up control without a fight, and it will not all be plain sailing.  

So when we pray for Christ to “cast out or sin and enter in,” and be “born in us today” as the carol 
“O little town of Bethlehem” goes, we are actually praying that God acts to bring about change, and 
that we will be willing to be active in that process of change.  

Our 60 years in St. Andrew’s have taught us that God has been faithful in guiding and leading us;  we 
must not be complacent but welcome the renewing breath of the Holy Spirit to bring about change, 
as we follow our transforming King Jesus.  

This advent hymn can help us as we meditate on Christ’s coming among us this Advent and living 
among us in the Christmas season. 
 
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free, 
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee: 
 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 
Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us for ever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring: 
 
By Thy own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone, 
By Thy all-sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne 
 

In Christian love 
 
Paul 
 

 


