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Dear Friends, 

One of the highlights of my trip to Israel in 1999 was a visit to the Holocaust Museum “Vad Vashem”. 
There were memorials and museums to various aspects of the Holocaust; from cattle trucks used to 
transport Jews to the Concentration camps, to detailed records of every camp and which people 
passed through them.  One of the purposes of the Holocaust was to obliterate the memory of the 
Jews from Europe so that Jews were treated as less than human beings, and so “Vad Vashem” has 
researched the details of every camp inmate so that their individual story can be told.  Each person 
mattered and was remembered in this museum.  The name “Vad Vashem” means “a monument and 
a name” and comes from Isaiah 56 :5  

“I will give, in my house and within my walls, a monument and a name better than sons and 
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. 

This desire that each person would be remembered personally resonates with our knowledge of 
God, who is interested in a personal relationship with each one of us and knows us by name.  John 
3:16 says "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.” “God so loved the world” – all humankind, but His 
love is personal “so that everyone who believes” 

We all know this in our heads, but it is difficult sometimes when we are depressed to take the 
message to our hearts.  The psalmists often questioned where God was in the life of Israel, and in 
Isaiah the prophet speaks on behalf of God to a demoralised people: 
 
“But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me." Can a woman forget her 
nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will 
not forget you. See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; your walls are continually 
before me. (Isaiah 49:14-16) 
 
If we are inscribed on the palms of God’s hands, then we are very precious to Him indeed, and 
although we may go through difficult times, we know that God will always remember us. We return 
this love in our service of Holy Communion when we take the sacrament of bread and wine “In 
remembrance of Jesus.” 
 
The month of November is the month when:  

 We remember our loved ones who have died in our All Souls service – this year to be held on 
Sunday 3rd November at 3.00 pm. 

 We remember that our Parliamentary Government was saved from anarchy and terrorism 
by celebrating Fireworks day on 5th November. 

 We remember all those who have died in conflicts around the world in our Remembrance 
Day service at 10.00 am on Sunday November 10th 

  



 
 

Remembrance does not just mean that we celebrate as an anniversary - another excuse for a party! 
Rather it means that we take the message of the event and take its meaning into the present to be 
lived out in today’s culture. 

 We remember the good example and teaching of those who have gone before and pledge 
ourselves to remember them and keep the message of their lives relevant to today. 

 We remember the good example of our democracy and its principles, which have been 
exported all over the world, and especially in this time of conflict in our parliament and 
Government, we pray that people will seek the common good and resolve their differences 
peacefully and with respect. 

 We remember all the people who have died for our country, and especially remember those 
who sacrificed their tomorrows for our today. 

 

And especially, we remember Jesus who gave His life for us so that we could be reconciled to God – 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven – and pledge ourselves to spreading His message to all we 
meet. We do these acts of remembrance because first God has remembered us, and we are very 
dear to His heart- symbolically our names are engraved on His hands. 

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;  
To His feet thy tribute bring.  
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  
Who like thee His praise should sing?  
Praise Him! Praise Him!  
Praise Him! Praise Him!  
Praise the everlasting King! 
 
Praise Him for His grace and favour  
To our fathers in distress;  
Praise Him, still the same forever,  
Slow to chide, and swift to bless.  
Praise Him! Praise Him!  
Praise Him! Praise Him!  
Glorious in His faithfulness. 
 
Father-like, He tends and spares us;  
Well our feeble frame He knows;  
In His hands He gently bears us,  
Rescues us from all our foes.  
Praise Him! Praise Him!  
Praise Him! Praise Him!  
Widely as His mercy flows. 
 
In Christian love 
 
Paul 
 


