
July 2019 Newsletter 

 
Contd…. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

We are rapidly approaching the 60th anniversary of the church’s consecration on 18th July 1959.  We 
and we are celebrating this with a series of events from May to November this year and especially 
with a service taken by the Bishop of Chelmsford, Rt. Rev. Stephen Cottrell, on Sunday 14th July at 
10.00 am. I have asked him and other speakers to consider the theme of “Looking back, looking 
forward” to enable us to recognize what has been achieved over 60 years and to inspire us as we 
continue this work into the future.  When we do look back over 60 years we can remember some 
very good times, however I am aware that there have been some very difficult times as well.  I think, 
as St. Paul says, we have learned to “thank God in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians  5:18) 

I have been looking at the Psalms recently and I always find the message I need there.  In Psalm 107 
it starts with” O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.” 
(Psalm 107:1).  This is the refrain that is used when the army marched into battle with Jehoshaphat 
(2 Chronicles 20) and in many other songs of praise in the Old Testament. 

But then the psalmist describes many of the situations he, or people he has known, have been in- 
times of distress when they seemed to be alone and defeated, but then cried out to the Lord and he 
answered them.  The Psalmist then counsels those who have been rescued to “Thank the LORD for 
his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind.” (Psalm 107:15) and then he describes 
how God acted in power. 

 Some people had wandered from the path and were lost in their relationship with God. They 
cried to the Lord and he led them back to the straight and narrow way (Ps 107:7) 

 Some had rebelled against God’s ways and God allowed them to fail and they were now 
stuck in gloom and depression. They cried to the Lord, and he set them free from the prison 
of their own negative thinking. (Ps 107:16) 

 Some had fallen into sin, and this had made them physically and morally sick. They cried to 
the Lord, and he sent out His word and in repenting they were healed. (Ps 107:20-22) 

 Some were battered by the storms of life and they were reeling from the blows. They cried 
to the Lord, and he stilled the storms and gave them peace. (Ps 107:30-32) 

 The psalm finishes with the reflection that the Lord turns the way of the world upside-down, 
and turns deserts into fresh pools of water, the hungry are fed by being given land that 
produces food, the oppressive governments are brought down, the needy are provided for 
and the righteous see this and rejoice at the justice of God who acts in His time to show His 
love. (Ps 107:33-42) 

 The final reflection is a command to thank God. “Let those who are wise give heed to these 
things and consider the steadfast love of the LORD. (Ps 107:43) 

 



 
 

Let us at this special time learn to cry to the Lord- in good times and bad -and to raise the sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, for as it says in Psalm 50, “Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice 
honour me; to those who go the right way I will show the salvation of God." (Psalm 50:23) 

 

As the songwriter says: 

Give thanks with a grateful heart. 

Give thanks to the Holy One. 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 

And now let the weak say ‘I am strong,’ 

Let the poor say ‘I am rich,’ 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

 

 

In Christian Love 

Paul 

  

 

 

 


