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Good Morning 
Yesterday (23rd March 2019) a march took place in central London demanding a People’s 
Vote, attended by some Christian friends of mine.  Next Friday another march takes place in 
Central London demanding that the result of the 2016 referendum be implemented in full, 
this will be attended by some other Christian friends of mine.  What are we to make of our 
situation in Parliament and Government where everything seems to have come to a halt 
while parliament decides what the next step should be?  If you think I am going to use this 
occasion to broadcast my own view on this, don’t worry I am not.  But I am very concerned 
as to how this issue seems to have polarised public opinion and caused great division in the 
country with some people, even people of faith who should know better, using insults and 
condescending language to denigrate those whose views they disagree with.  
Whilst I am not prepared to give an opinion in public on what God thinks of Brexit or 
Remain, I am prepared to give an opinion on what God thinks about Christians who strongly 
disagree with each other.  It is nothing new; the disciples were always arguing among 
themselves who was the greatest and they had to be reminded by Jesus to ‘love one 
another.  St Paul had to appeal to two women in Philippi (Euodia and Syntyche) to be of the 
same mind in the Lord.  Presumably they had fallen out over something as trivial as the 
flower rota!  Yes even in churches we have our falling outs and disputes, we are human after 
all!  But this is not what God wants in his church and I do not think that it is what God wants 
in our nation.  We are entitled to our own opinions, and it is right that we can express them- 
it is a free country after all.  But if in the expression of our own opinions, we denigrate the 
opposition, then we are, in my opinion, not acting in a Christian manner. 
 
John Wesley famously said this when advising members of his Society how to vote: 
1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy 
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and 
3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other side.” 
 
This Saturday 30th March, we in the Church of England are being encouraged to call our 
communities together to meet, chat, have a cup of tea and coffee and to pray for our nation 
in this difficult time.  It is not a time where some will try to claim ‘God is on our side.’, but 
where we humbly commit ourselves to listen to each other and to seek the common good. 
Our Bishop, Stephen Cottrell, will be in Chelmsford Cathedral  from 8.15 am onwards, and in 
St Andrew’s Chelmsford we are meeting from 10.00am to 12.00 pm; many other churches 
will be doing the same.  Look out for the together logo outside your church.  A famous 
scripture in 2 Chronicles7;14 says this: 
‘If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land. 
 
I want to end with a prayer that is in our old prayer book, to be said on the occasion of the 
accession of the monarch- last said on 6th February this year. 
 
O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Saviour the Prince of Peace:  
Give us grace seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; 
take away all hatred and prejudice, 
and whatever else may hinder us from godly union and concord; 



 
 

that, as there is but one Body and one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptism, one God and Father of us all,  
so we may be all of one heart and of one soul, 
united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and charity,  
and may with one mind and one mouth glorify thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 


