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Dear Friends, 

As many of you will know, I am a trustee for the Essex Clergy Charity Corporation, which 
gives grants to assist licenced ministers in the Diocese of Chelmsford.  One of my duties is to 
pay a Summer grant, payable in two stages- a children’s grant payable in October, and a 
clothing grant to help parents with school uniform costs, payable in August, to help parents 
as they prepare to send their children ‘Back to School’. 

The phrase ‘Back to School’ has any memories for me as a child when my brother and sister 
and I were dragged (so it seemed at the time!) from one shoe shop to another, then back to 
BHS and M & S and the Co-op in Gillingham High Street to get our new school clothing, at 
the end of the holidays when we wanted to make the most of the time by playing.  ‘Back to 
School’ meant the end of summer carefree days and the start of getting back into our 
ordinary routines and the start of the colder autumn weather. 

Now I am an adult, the phrase ‘Back to School’ means something a bit different.  As a 
parent, it means getting the children back into routine of getting up on time and facilitating 
them in their work and social lives.  But as a vicar, it means that the extended time of rest 
and reflection is over, and we as a church are to get back to our normal routines of Sunday 
church, home groups, committees and regular ministry-for me this is our daily prayer, 
weekly mid-week communion, assemblies, senior citizens meetings and pastoral work. 

‘Back to School’ is also an opportunity for us to recommit ourselves to studying the 
scriptures to discover what God is saying to us all as a church at this moment in our lives.  
We have our sermon series starting on 9th September on Ephesians 4 (see later article) which 
will teach us on how to grow and become mature in the faith.  We also have a new Pilgrim 
study group on Wednesday 12th September which will teach about the basics of what the 
Church of England believes.  We also have our own personal prayer and bible study times, 
where we can especially learn about God and Jesus and how this impacts our daily lives.  In 
November, for our St. Andrew’s weekend, we will be having Ven.  Kevin Roberts and his wife 
Anne, who will be leading the whole weekend with teaching and worship. These are all 
opportunities for us to  “Continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 
of, because you know those from whom you learned it”, (2 Timothy 3:14)  

  



 
 

 

So ‘Back to School’ is a reminder that we all need to be continually learning and opening up 
our minds and hearts to the new things that God wants to teach us to equip us for the acts 
of service to our community and our world.  Let us not think that we have ‘been there, done 
that’ with learning, but know that God wants to us to continue to learn about Him, His world 
and our place in His Kingdom. 

This song can help us think on these things 

Break thou the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 
As Thou didst break the bread beside the sea; 
Beyond the sacred page I seek Thee, Lord; 
My spirit longs for Thee, Thou Living Word. 
 
Thou art the Bread of Life, O Lord, to me, 
Thy holy Word the truth that saveth me; 
Give me to eat and live with Thee above; 
Teach me to love Thy truth, for Thou art love. 
 
O send Thy Spirit, Lord, now unto me, 
That He may touch my eyes and make me see; 
Show me the truth concealed within Thy Word, 
And in Thy Book revealed, I see Thee, Lord. 
 
Bless Thou the Bread of Life to me, to me, 
As Thou didst bless the loaves by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall, 
And I shall find my peace, my all in all.  
 
In Christian Love 

 

Paul 

 


