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Contd…. 

Dear Friends, 
 
As you can see from this magazine, we are having a parish mission weekend from 
Saturday 16th June to Monday 18th June. The events will have a theme of the World 
Cup ( the first England match is on Monday 18th @ 7.00 pm), but the aim of the 
weekend is simply to make our church and ourselves available for the community- 
hosting events that they would like to come to, making them feel welcome.  
 
One could argue that such events are not very ‘religious’ and that the church ought 
to be concentrating on traditional forms of evangelism such as inviting people to 
come and hear a main speaker who ‘calls for a decision.’, in the manner of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham. As many of you know, I am an evangelist by calling, and I believe 
in holding such events when the time is right. But before such an event is successful, 
the people who we are trying to attract must have some knowledge of the gospel, 
church and the place of Christianity in their lives. We are dealing with a very 
different culture than the 1950’s and 1960’s when Billy Graham came to this country 
to conduct his famous crusades. In today’s culture, many people simply do not have 
the background of scripture and church knowledge that they had in the 1950’s and 
1960’s, where a majority of children went to some form of Sunday School and 
‘Scripture’ was taught in mainstream schools. Today, some children do not know the 
basic story and details of Jesus, and some of their parents are in the same boat, and 
so we have to start from a very different position, where people are asking the 
question ‘why should I bother with religion’, rather than the question ‘is it true’, 
that was the issue in the previous generations. 
 
The message of Christianity is timeless, but our method of presenting it must change 
with the changing culture. It is my view, and this is backed up by research and my 
own observations, that people want to know if Christianity can make a difference in 
their lives, and the only way they are going to see this is if the Christian Church 
shows that its members live transformed lives, showing the ‘fruit of the spirit’ of 
‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. (Gal 5:22-23). We must therefore seek opportunities to engage with our 
parishioners and demonstrate the practical ‘fruit of the spirit’ as above. We already 
do this through ministry such as Open Door, Foodbank, Little Fishes, assemblies, 
senior citizens ministry, and the welcome we give to new people in church. Our 
mission weekend is another way in which we can show practical love by hospitality 
to our neighbours- inviting them and enjoy our company in things they would enjoy, 
and doing this for free. If asked ‘why are we doing this’, then we can answer with 
“we are doing this for Jesus, ‘we love, because He first loved us.’ ( 1 John 4:19)”, or 
something similar. As Peter says,  ‘make your defence to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you.’ (1 Peter 3:15). We can say this 
with integrity, because by being hospitable and having been asked the question, we 
have then ‘earned the right to be heard’. This is not boasting about ourselves, but 
testifying to what God has done for us in Jesus Christ, and our gentle and humble 



 
 

manner of welcome and hospitality will speak for itself. As Paul says ‘For we do not 
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your servants 
for Jesus' sake.’ (2 Cor 4:5) 
 
I am convinced that the best advertisement for Christianity is a church of humble, 
faithful people who are genuinely looking outwards to their community with hearts 
of service. That is a church that people will want to belong to because it will speak of 
the value of welcome, blessing and genuine love, as  we witness to what Jesus has 
done for us. We will then be like mirrors – reflecting the light of Jesus, as Paul says; 
‘For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. (2 Cor 4:6) and as Jesus said, ‘let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.’ (Matt 5:16). 
 
As the song says: 
Lord, the light of your love is shining. In the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth You now bring us, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, so our faces display Your likeness. 
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell Your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine, Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 
In Christian love 
 
Paul 
 


